U & I Together
Fall 2016

Save the Dates
September 17 - Utah Zone Fall Rally at Holy Trinity in
Logan
October 1 - Western Zone Fall Rally at Friendship
Celebration in Meridian
October 15 - Yellowstone Zone Fall Rally at Zion
Lutheran in Ashton
October 16 - Central Zone Fall Rally at Trinity in
Clover
-

October 2 is the National date of LWML Sunday but it
can be celebrated in your societies on the date you have
chosen
October 7/8 is the District Board Meeting, which will
be held in the Central Zone at Immanuel in Twin Falls

The mission of the Utahmaintain a mission consciousness among the women of the district and to assist them in using
their gifts to the glory of the Triune God.

engraved in the palms of my
hands and no man shall pluck
Isaiah 49:16
Dear Sisters and Brothers in
Christ,
believe that the Dog Days of
Summer are upon us.
wishing I was up in the Sawtooth
Mountains at Camp Perkins
enjoying the cool and beautiful
outdoors.
Speaking of Camp, a big thank
you to the Yellowstone Zone for
putting on a wonderful retreat
this year where we had 49 ladies
in attendance. It was an
absolutely beautiful, refreshing,
spiritalready looking forward to next
year.
Looking forward . . . yes that
brings to mind our 2017
convention in Albuquerque next
summer.
We are working on a bus to
transport our ladies who might be
interested. Tentatively it will leave
on June 20 and arriving the 21st
so workers can take it. Stops will
probably be Caldwell, Meridian,
Twin Falls, Pocatello and
Ogden/Salt Lake. It will be
approximately 16 hours and the
estimated cost is between $170$190 per lady. I plan to visit each
Fall Zone Event and will have a
signup sheet for those who might
be interested. We will have to
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make a decision on this after the
convention registration takes
place early next year. At this time
airfare from Boise is $400-$500
and from Salt Lake $300-$350. It
is a 15 1/2 hour drive from Boise
(938 miles) and 11 hours from
Salt Lake (680 miles). There is no
Amtrak from Boise, but there is
one from Salt Lake (no details).
For other convention details,
with lots of info for you. You will
also find the shirt order form in
this edition. Please order your
shirt and wear it often as a way to
publicize this special event.
Fall Events are always such a fun
time to be with you all.
pleased to be able to be with you
on those days.
ingathering to show off, along with
some of the purple dishcloths we
will be making for favors to go to
our delegates as a thank you for
their hard work and devotion to
LWML.
for them all.
As I close today, I have a favor to
ask of you all. Please go to our
new Website (utahidaholwml.org)
and check it out. Thank you Tina
for your hard work getting this up
and going!

Linda Larson
District President
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Camp Perkins 2016

Having a little fun

Utah-Idaho ladies at Camp Perkins
Fall 2016
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Camp Perkins 2016

The district retreat, Get Out of the Boat, was a wonderful time at Camp Perkins last month. There were Bible
studies and worship, laughter and tears, music, and quiet time with our Lord.

of the love of our Lord and Savior and showed how He wraps His arms around us with His Word.
Some of the women shared their favorite Bible verses and why they were special to them.
There were some great acronyms for BOAT, such as Blessings Offer Amazing Treasures, Bail Out And Trust,
or Bold Outreach And Testify.
We also played games and enjoyed the activities that camp has to offer. It was a great time!

Christian Life Connection
RESOURCES FOR CHRISTIAN LIFE

Looking for possibilities for a fall Bible Study? Have you been asked to lead a devotion? Seeking resources
for personal growth? Take a look at the LWML Catalog and discover what is available. You can find the
Catalog online at www.lwml.org. Click on the Shop LWML Products and Resources link and then click on
view catalog and free resources.
On pages 6 through 9 of the Catalog, you will find Bible study resources for group or individual use. These
include studies by Donna Pyle, DVD lessons with workbooks, and reproducible studies from previous
-13 feature
devotional books and Mustard Seed devotions.

individual use and make wonderful gifts.
Finally, on the back cover, check out the new
an invaluable companion for
all of your studies. Blessings on all as we grow together in our Christian faith.
Gerry Draper,
V. P. of Christian Life

New Website
- -

Fall 2016
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From our Pastoral Counselor

Greetings in the Name of our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ; may His
peace rule in your hearts.
Hardly a week goes by in which I
experiencing sorrow, suffering
and trials of one kind or another.
Again and again, people go
through very difficult experiences,
have to go through that again, I
James, the brother of Jesus,
opens his Epistle with this

my brothers, whenever you face
trials of many kinds, because you
know that the testing of your faith
When we
are not experiencing painful
circumstances, this can seem like
an academic exercise. When we
are in the midst of painful
circumstances it can feel like an
inadequate band aid. But the
undeniable truth and intended
encouragement is that God uses
the pivotal circumstances in our
lives for the growing of faith, and
not just our faith but the faith of
those who witness our struggle.
In the Gospel of John, chapter 11,

John records the circumstances
of Mary, Martha and Lazarus. As
you recall, Lazarus was sick and
dying, so his sisters sent word to
Jesus for him to come to their
aid. Jesus chooses to delay going
to them and as a result, Lazarus
dies. Jesus gives two reasons for
His choice. The first is to glorify
in death.
Our trials and
suffering are opportunities for
Jesus Christ to be glorified. The
second reason that Jesus gives for
his delay is for the benefit of the
disciples.
for your sake I am glad I was not
The good that God is intentionally
working for is: 1) we recognize our
need for grace, 2) we trust Christ
and 3) we glorify God.
In The Problem of Pain, C.S. Lewis
pleasures, speaks in our
conscience, but shouts in our
pains: it is His megaphone to
Painful
circumstances help us to
grace. This is good because God
wants us to know that He is

superabundantly generous with
His grace. Martin Luther wrote in
the Smalcald Articles that God
promises to deliver His grace
through various means.
through the spoken Word, by
which the forgiveness of sins is
preached in the whole world. This
is the particular office of the
Gospel. Second, through
Baptism. Third, through the holy
Sacrament of the Altar. Fourth,
through the Power of the Keys.
Also, through the mutual
conversation and consolation of
brethren.
So, ladies of the LWML, be
encouraged because God
distributes His grace liberally.
The effects of His grace are the
forgiveness of sin and healing,
both now and for eternity. God
brings about His desired ends
through His chosen means. He
ordains that the dispensing of
grace be achieved through
means. And God chooses you as
His means for the distribution of
His grace.
Rev. Jim Von Busch
Pastoral Counselor

by Susan Meissner
This is a very interesting book which tells the stories of two women after two
horrific events in history and alternates time periods one hundred years apart,
in New York, the Triangle Shirtwaist Fire in 1911, and the terrorist attacks of
9/11. Nurse Clara Wood is working on Ellis Island in 1911 and is grieving the loss
of the man she loved to the factory fire. Taryn is trying to put her life together ten
years after the loss of her husband in 9/11. Both women are trying to find peace
and comfort in the "in-between place," and a beautiful scarf weaves the story
together and shares the meaning of true love and compassion.
You can find this book at Barns and Noble Booksellers, Amazon, and your local
booksellers.

Reviewed by Betty Reimann

Fall 2016
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Central Zone News
The Central Zone Rally will be
held at Clover Trinity Lutheran
Church, 3552 North 1825 East,
just 10 minutes from Buhl or
Filer.

Western Zone News

Coming up faster than it seems
possible is our 2016 Zone Fall
Rally at Friendship Celebration in
Meridian, Idaho on Saturday the
1st of October, 765 E. Chinden
Blvd. Meridian.

In this time of everyone paying
attention to food and health, our
own Donette Thaemert will share
with us a terrific insight titled:
What Did Jesus Eat? Quick
Reference- Deuteronomy 8:7-8:
The Seven Species: Wheat, Barley,
Vine, Fig, Pomegranate, Olive and
Date. Sneak a preview.

Registration starts at 2:30 and
sessions at 3:00. The Rally will
close with a light supper.
Ingathering is a child's school
ruler and pencil sharpener. If

you'd like, add a food item for the
West End Ministerial Foodbank.

We will have a demo of our
Lutheran World Relief school kit
back packs. I have sent patterns
to all societies.

stores have them available
already.

Utah-Idaho district is asked to
provide 1,250 rulers and 1,250
pencil sharpeners. One of each in
a back pack. Ruler with inches
and centimeters please. Also, we
will be making cards for cancer

you folks bring scissors and we
can do blankets. Single layer
throws are probably best, because
fleece is fairly light weight.

Collect recycled card fronts from
Start collecting cards now. Also,
grab your school supplies asap as

Eileen Banholzer
Central Zone President

I was given a lot of fleece left from

In Christ, Saved To Serve,
Edie Miller
Western Zone President

Utah Zone News
Greetings and blessings from the
ladies of the Utah Zone.
This is my first article for the U&I
since being elected Zone
President. I want to thank Cheryl
Brunson for all the years she
devoted to our zone and I hope I
can do half as well.
We will be holding our Fall Event
at Holy Trinity Church in Logan,
UT on September 17, 2016.
Address is 581 N 700 E.
Registration and coffee is from
8:30 to 9:00, and cost is $7.00.
Fall 2016

We are doing an ingathering for
Grace4Haiti composition
notebooks (no spiral), pencils,
pencil sharpeners and easers. The
Perkins and now we are going to
Jump!
In addition, we are going to make
backpacks for Lutheran World
Relief. If you have a sewing
machine please bring it. You
would have received instructions
for making these. If not, contact
your society president. If you

bring the material precut, it will
save us some time. And
remember, we as the U&I District
are collecting 1,250 pencils and
pencil sharpeners. Now is the
time to buy with school supplies
at a low cost. See you all in
Logan!!
Yours in Christ,
Dixie Funk

Utah Zone President
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Yellowstone Zone News
Hello from the Yellowstone Zone!!

thoughts on Matthew 14:22-32.

We are back from the LWML
Camp Perkins Retreat held in
mid-July. We were so pleased to
have 49 ladies attend! Many
thanks to Jan Brunette for her

Our Fall Event will be held at
Ashton, Idaho on October 15. We
will have a Bible Study, probably
cut out backpacks for our
National Convention ingathering,

Letters

and enjoy a delicious lunch and
fellowship provided by the ladies
of Zion.
Yours in Christ,

Betty Oloff
Yellowstone Zone President

Dear Utah/ldaho LWML,
I can't thank you enough for this wonderful blessing you are giving my fiancée and me. After being a student
for four years, I can assure you this gift is hugely helpful to us, and it couldn't come at a better time.
First let me tell you a little about myself. I was born in 1988 in Boise to my parents, Ken and Wendy
Clausen. My dad was a bridge engineer and my mother was an accountant. I was the second of three, with
an older brother and younger sister. We were raised our whole lives going to a Lutheran Church. First, I
attended Good Shepherd in Boise until I was in third grade, and then went to Christ Lutheran in Meridian. I
had never thought of being a Pastor until my own Pastor, Bob Cutler, told me to think about it one day after
confirmation class. I guess his recommendation stuck. I went to college at Concordia University Irvine and
absolutely loved it. I majored in history and minored in Biblical languages. Then I went to Concordia
Seminary, St. Louis. While at seminary, I made a trip back to California one spring break, and I had one
goal: ask the girl out that I had had a crush on for the last two years. It worked!
Hannah and I dated through my time at seminary, her living in Southern California and me in St. Louis. It
was very helpful that my vicarage was in Sonora, CA. We were only a 6 hour drive apart, a huge
improvement from the 20 hour drive! Then last October, I asked her to marry me, and once again, it worked!
So, not only am I moving on to my new call, but just as exciting, I am getting married this summer. My
fiancée Hannah and I will be getting married June 19, in Orange CA, where she grew up. She was very
excited to hear where I was called, because the church to which I am called, Christ Lutheran Brea, is only
about a 20 minute drive from her parents' house. We have visited the church and are very excited about it.
It is a rather large church with over 1,000 members. I will be an assistant Pastor there, working under
Pastor Richard Dannenbring. I think we will get along very well.
My ordination is scheduled July 31 , and sometime in between there, we will be moving into our new home.
It is a lot of changes all at once, but we are greatly looking forward to what God has in store for us.
While 2016 is a big year for us, it has also been a very sad year. My father died this March incredibly
unexpectedly. He was very healthy and died suddenly of an aortic aneurysm, something that we could have
done very little about even if we had known. He was only 56 years old. He was a wonderful man of God, who
had supported me throughout my studies and journey. This of course has been hard on my whole family.
Through the sadness, we cling in faith to God's promise of hope, a faith that my father himself taught us.
Amid all these changes, good and bad, this gift is such a wonderful help. I am honored and humbled that
you would support us. We are greatly in your debt.
Sincerely,
Eric and Hannah
Fall 2016
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Dear Linda:
I want to take this opportunity to thank you, and all the lovely and gracious women I met at the recent
Lutheran Women's Conference. What a pleasure and a privilege to be hosted by your organization and to
have the time to present not only our ministry, but the plight of women and children who are caught up in
the bondage of contemporary Mormon polygamy.

Biblical truths to polygamists.
I am excited too that as a result of my presentation at your conference, I have been invited to Boise for their
conference in January 2017. My vision is to be able to present to the Christian world outside of the closed
Mormon geography, that so many people continue to practice the barbarism of polygamy. And not only that
tens of thousands practice polygamy, but polygamy is presented to them as their 'savior' and their only
ticket to heaven.
May God bless you and all that your ministry is doing to make disciples and teach them all things He has
taught us.
Under is Wings Together,
Doris Hanson, Director
A Shield and Refuge Ministry.

Servant Events for the National Convention

-

Fall 2016
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2017 Albuquerque, NM Convention Update
our planning comes together and we have the
opportunity to greet thousands at the 2017
convention, the 75th anniversary of the LWML!
Many committees have been busy making plans
here are all the details.
Host Committee Appointments During the past
three months, most of the Host Committee
Praise God for guiding these talented volunteers to
join the Albuquerque Team on this exciting journey!
Call for Workers Form This is the form all
volunteers need to complete to be an official
convention worker. The form will be posted on each
have copies available for members to complete.
These can be mailed to Sheryl VerWey, P.O. Box
225, Hansen, ID 83334. Or for those who would like
to complete the form online, please go to the Rocky
www:lwmlrmd.org/call-for-workers/. After
completing the form, click on the SUBMIT button,
address. Members are encouraged to complete the
form ASAP as workers are needed prior to
convention to help with sewing, knitting, crocheting,
assembling centerpieces, assisting with golf outing
this convention; we need each and every one of you
to be a volunteer at this exciting convention. Please
complete the form and send it in today!
Convention Polo Shirt Shirt Sales Director Peggy
Ash has many shirts stored at her home waiting to
find a new home! Shirt order forms can be found on
Special Dress Peggy Schroeder and her committee
have received approval of the worker attire to be
worn while on duty at the convention. Navy blue
has been selected as the color for slacks, skirts, and
capris. Workers will receive more information about
the shirts/scarves prior to the convention.
Convention Tours Cheryl Brunson, Tours
Chairman, has submitted tour information to
Convention Manager Marguerite Christman. A tour
company has been selected to put together an
exciting array of pre- and post-convention tours for
our guests to enjoy.
Fall 2016

Communion Ware Worship Support Chairman
Dixie Funk received proposals from three artisans
from the UtahProgramming Committee selected the artist from
Twin Falls, Idaho, and she has begun her work in
forming the pottery pieces for the communion sets.
Servant Activities Supplies for some of the servant
activities are provided by the hosting districts.
Activities Chairman Amy Hubach and her Servant
Activities Committee have notified all hosting
districts of the school items they can provide for the
1,250 backpacks that will be assembled in
Albuquerque and given to Lutheran World Relief
and the Navajo Mission.
-Montana 1,250 boxes of crayons (24/box)
-Rocky Mountain 5,000 70-page spiral notebooks, 6,250
pens, 1,250 erasers
-Utah-Idaho 1,250 rulers, 1,250 pencil sharpeners
-Wyoming 1,250 safety scissors, 6,250 pencils

The time to purchase these items is now while
school supplies are on sale. Drawstring backpacks
will be made by talented seamstresses in each
hosting district; the pattern can be found on your

be used to purchase fabric and the Action Team will
assemble them prior to the convention. Stay tuned
for more information about other activities needing
supplies that our hosting districts will provide.
Decorations and Favors Calling all women who
love to knit and crochet! Decorations Chairman
Linda Fischer will be sending out information about
delegate favors that many of our women will enjoy
creating right now! Ask your zone or society
president for the details.
Are you excited now? The journey to Albuquerque is
team a once-in-a-lifetime experience! As sisters
and brothers in Christ, this is our opportunity, our
honor, and privilege to host this national
convention. Thank you for your prayers, asking God
to guide each detail and decision for His
convention.
O God, hear my prayer; give ear to the words of my
mouth (Psalm 54:2).
J o y f u l l y

s e r v i n g

Lois Anderson, Chairman
2017 SLC Host Committee

H i m ,

Page 9

Financial Secretary Report
Quarterly Mites donations by Zone:
Central Zone: $ 1618.21
Utah Zone:
$ 615.65
Western Zone: $ 1945.91
Yellowstone Zone: $ 18.85

A form for submitting your mites was emailed to Society Presidents and Zone Presidents. If you are a
society treasurer and have not received this form, please contact your Society President, Zone President or
Barbara James (tubadent@msn.com or (208)465-5084)
Please send your Mites and other District Monies to:
Barbara James
2812 E Ohio Ave.
Nampa, ID 83686

District Treasurer Report

We have completed our biennium
and now we are moving fast into
the biennium of 2016-2018.
We paid out an educational grant
for $3000.00 to Eric Clausen
taking his first call as pastor in
April.

We have two programs I want to
remind everyone to take part in.
One is Thrivent Choice Dollars.
Please make LWML Utah-Idaho
District your choice for these
dollars. If you have trouble
finding this choice on the Thrivent

website, please contact me at the
phone or e-mail below.
The other is Joyful Response. It is
online giving for the mite mission.
It is very easy to set up for a
withdrawal from your bank acct.
It can be $10.00 to whatever you
feel you can give monthly for
mites. It helps us to maintain our
mite budget even when we are not
meeting as a group. I can mail
you the form to set it up and the
instructions for completing the
process. Some other ladies and I
have already begun the program.

We are building a balance at
LCEF and then I will write a check
on that account and bring it into
our mite budget. I think it is very
important that the Board
members sign up for this and be
an example for other members in
our district.
As always try to keep the mite
mission in front of your
congregation for their support.
Karen Mueller
District Treasurer

2016-2018 Biennium Mission Grants

These grants were approved for funding by the LWML women at the Utah-Idaho District Convention held in
Ogden, Utah on April 30, 2016.

Amount
Granted

Grant Name
in Eden, Idaho

Camp Perkins Outdoor Ministries: Hospitality Initiative
after school care in Filer, Idaho

Fall2016

$1,000

$0

$5,000

Bethesda Lutheran Communities
Disabilities and Supporting Families

Reaching Rahab Project in Kenya

In Progress

$5,000

Grace High School Music Ministries in Pocatello, Idaho

Lutheran Hour Ministries

$2,000
$5,000

Prison Bible Ministry in the Salt Lake City Valley

Funded
$0
$0

$0

$5,000
TOTAL:

$5,000

$28,000

$0

$0
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