November 2018

U & I Together
In Mission Points
with Pastor Stephen
Invited
Giving Tuesday!
November 27
Yellowstone Zone Event
April 6, 2019
Hope Lutheran
Idaho Falls

Central Zone Event
March 3, 2019
Western Zone Event
March 30, 2019
38th Biennial Convention
June 20-23, 2019
Mobile, Alabama

Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the
heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do
not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses,
but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without
sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we
may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
Hebrews 4:14-16
Your God took on human flesh. Jesus became one of us that he might give
himself fully on a cross to redeem us. That is great good news for each of
us.
It seems the writer of Hebrews was perhaps speaking to priests who “had
become obedient to the faith” as recorded in Acts 6:7. Now these believers
are seeing Gentiles come to faith. They are seeing Gentiles being filled with
the Holy Spirit and some being called to lead God’s people. That stretched
their understanding. God’s mission was moving forward in power, and he
was working in ways they had not seen before. Some began to waver and
to retreat to ritual, to what is familiar. Some even returned to working
toward their own salvation.
With the words above, the writer calls these people wavering in their faith
and wavering in their own understanding to return to “the throne of grace”
because that is where mercy and grace are found. That, too, would allow
them to rejoice in what God was doing in new ways as he brought those far
from him into his kingdom, under his gracious reign and into God’s family.
Does your faith ever waver? Do you sometimes struggle to understand how
God is at work today? Draw near to the throne of grace. Jesus has
promised to be there. He is always true to his word. He waits with mercy.
He waits with grace.

May there be restorative rest there for you and joy, joy like the first time you
realized his love is for you.
Prayer: Lord Jesus, that you would become man to save me refreshes my
understanding of your love. Humble, self-giving love is in such short supply.
I hear your invitation to draw close to your throne of grace. I want the grace
and mercy you alone provide. In Your name I pray and thank you. Amen.
Pastor Stephen Weems is the Pastoral Counselor for the
Utah-Idaho LWML District. He serves joyfully in Idaho Falls
at St. John Lutheran Church.

U-I District Mission Statement
The mission of the Utah-Idaho District Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
is to develop and maintain a mission consciousness among the women of the district
and to assist them in using their gifts to the glory of the Triune God.

A Letter from Lois...
Dear Friends,
With all the beautiful fall colors around us, I am in awe of God’s creation. Also during this time
of the year, I am thankful for all the LWML events that help us to recall how He is working in
and through us to be a witness of His love.
Highlights of the District Executive Committee meeting of October 12-13 include:
1. The 2020 District Convention will be held in Boise at the Concordia University Law School with housing
close by at the Hampton Inn and Suites.
2. The U & I Together will continue to be published monthly.
3. Notice was received from missionary Nichelle Dykema that her mission journey to Peru has routed her
back to the United States.
4. Two YWRs (Young Woman Representatives) from our District, between the ages of 22 and 35, will be
eligible to attend the 2019 Mobile Convention with expenses paid by the District. Details will be made
available in future newsletters.
For more details regarding this news, please contact me. Thank you for your prayers and financial support of
our district and national grants. I thank God for you and for the work He is doing through all Lutheran Women
in Mission to reach people in need and to touch their hearts with His love and grace.
May you have a blessed and happy Thanksgiving!
Lois Anderson, District President
loisandersonlwml@gmail.com

Mites collected for the 3rd Quarter (July-Sept.):
Central Zone
$2565.77
Utah Zone
$ 740.40
Western Zone
$1935.27
Yellowstone Zone $ 129.07

Our district president,
Lois, during LWML
Sunday at Immanuel in
Twin Falls.

NATIONAL NEWS:
To receive LWML news via email:
• Go to the LWML home page,
• Scroll down to the bottom where you find the
heading Stay in Touch
• Click on the box that says Sign Up Today
and
• Once opened, enter your personal
information … email address, first & last name.
Then, check the box(es) for the email posts you
want to receive (see the list below). You can
choose one or all.
□ 2-Minute Tuesday
□ eNews
□ Leadership Tips
□ LWML General News Mailing List
□ Mustard Seed Devotions
□ ShopLWML Specials
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DISTRICT NEWS:
To receive the U & I Together and other district
news, give your name, society, and email address to
your society president. She will give this information
to Amy Hubach, VP of Communication, at
amyhubach@gmail.com.
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Yellowstone Zone

- Betty Oloff

Nineteen ladies from the Yellowstone Zone met at Grace Lutheran Church in
Pocatello on October 6. Pastor Weems from St. John’s in Idaho Falls led us in an
LWML Bible Study on the compassion of God for us and for others and our sharing
that with others, based on 2 Corinthians 1:3-4. After a delicious lunch, we put
together gift bags for the pastors and deacons of the zone, a toolkit idea from the
LWML website. It was an enjoyable day.

Western Zone

- Sherrie Prien

Jesus provided and they came!
All 82 pairs of Beautiful Feet were blessed at the Fall Rally held at Beautiful Savior, Boise. Pastor Matt Henry,
our Zone Counselor, led the Bible Study on Isaiah 52:7. After experiencing 6 Happiness Stations as well, the
women echoed “Our God Reigns.” Thank You to all who helped in any way.

Central Zone

- Vickie Schmidt

Sunday, October 14, 2018, LWML Central Zone held its Fall Rally at Peace Lutheran Church in Filer, Idaho. We were
blessed to have Nicki Kroese from Stanton Healthcare in Twin Falls to join us and share about the ministry of life,
education for parents, and health services that are provided to our community. We collected baby supplies for Stanton
that will be used to provide new mothers and families in need the necessary items to care for their babies and young
children. St. Paul Jerome LWML society president Deya Reed and husband Ben Reed also shared their story of how
God blessed them. As a result of the care and ministry provided to a birth mother, Deya and Ben were blessed to be
able to adopt a baby of their own – Benjamin Reed.
Ingathering items

The Reed FamilyBen, Deya and
baby Benjamin
with Nicki Kruese
L left to right

Immanuel Lutheran in Twin Falls wonderful LWML Sunday displays.
MaryAnn Weisen

Arlene Jones

Vickie Schmidt

Donna Kleinkopf
Sandy Freeborn
Eunice Laird
Janice Newman

November 2018

www.utahidaholwml.org

Page 3

2018-2020 Utah Idaho District Officers
President

Treasurer

Public Relations Director

Vice President of Christian Life

Central Zone President

Web Master

Vice President of Gospel Outreach

Utah Zone President

Editor

Vice President of Human Care

Western Zone President

Mailing Secretary

Vice President of Servant Resources

Yellowstone Zone President

Archivist-Historian

Vice President of Communication

Pastoral Counselor

Parliamentarian

Secretary/Meeting Manager

Financial Secretary

Lois Anderson
208-733-6599
loisandersonlwml@gmail.com
Melody Rosenwinkel
208-317-0132
melodylwml@silverstar.com
Patty Bennett
801-918-8307
pjeanben@yahoo.com
Cheryl Brunson
435-213-0454
chiggerb@msn.com

Grace Strauch Mullinix
208-734-1042
gkstrauch@msn.com

Amy Hubach
208-407-8912
amyhubach@gmail.com

Sheryl VerWey
208-731-4393
sverwey62@gmail.com

Naomi Hopkins
208-731-2284
uma1358@yahoo.com
Vickie Schmidt
408-679-2299
vschmidt@immanueltf.org
Meredith Moodie
385-549-6897, 801-261-7406
kmmforever@yahoo.com
Sherrie Prien
208-900-8476
mapa.prien@gmail.com
Betty Oloff
208-522-1440
bcoloff@yahoo.com

Rev. Stephen Weems
303-408-4409
pastorstephen83401@gmail.com

Barbara James
208-465-5084
tubadent@msn.com

Becky Barth
208-293-7188
ranchersx2@gmail.com
Tina Bentley
208-859-0629
tinateacher1@gmail.com
Caryn Elliott
208-221-3243
elliottcaryn@gmail.com
Jacquie Rowen
208-871-7862
jacquierowen25@gmail.com
Arline Egbert
208-326-4456
aegbert@filertel.com
Myrtle Siefken
208-523-7991, 208-521-2922
LMSiefken@gmail.com

“With Our Eyes on Christ,
We Serve Others.”

SAVE THE DATE November 27!
Why should you mark your calendars?
Many organizations participate in Giving Tuesday (the Tuesday after Thanksgiving), but the LWML
Giving Tuesday is special.
You have the opportunity to have your mite offerings doubled. This is a time to share with others the
blessings God has richly given to you. Share the opportunity Giving Tuesday offers to double your
offering at www.lwml.org/givingtuesday.

YOUR MITES AT WORK
Bethesda Lutheran Communities (BLC) - $100,000
BLC desires to enhance the lives of people with intellectual
and developmental disabilities with services that share the
Good News of Jesus Christ. Over 1,900 people at 300
program sites in 13 states are served. Travel is essential
in achieving this mission. Costs are not subject to state
reimbursement when faith supports are at the heart of the
mission. Relying on the support of donors, Bethesda is
able to nourish relationships and grow their network to
support people of all abilities with their faith journey.
Grant funds would be used to support ministry consultant
travel.

