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MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
March 4, 2021

District Virtual Event
(See page 6 for details)

March 15, 2021

Newsletter submission
deadline

Spring Events

March 6: Central Zone at
Immanuel Twin Falls
March 13: Yellowstone Zone
March 20: Western Zone at
Grace Caldwell

April 8, 2021

District Virtual Event
(note date change)

LWML Mission
Statement
As Lutheran Women in Mission,
we joyfully proclaim Christ,
support missions, and equip
women to honor God by
serving others.

Utah-Idaho District
Mission Statement
The mission of the Utah-Idaho
District Lutheran Women’s
Missionary League is to
develop and maintain a mission
consciousness among the
women of the district and to
assist them in using their gifts
to the glory of the Triune God.

www.utahidaholwml.org

A Light Shining Upon Us
By Jan Brunette 2017

Many are asking, “Who can show us any good?” Let the light of
your face shine upon us, O Lord. Psalm 4:6
Upon arrival at home, a father scooped up his one-year-old
daughter, placed her in his arms, and began speaking special
words to her. Her face lit up like a candle and giggles of glee and
excitement spilled out. Her entire body shook with excitement.
As he continued to share words of love and endearment, the
cherished connection between father and daughter was clearly
evident to others.
Two thousand years ago, another Father revealed His love, but
not through giggles and excitement. Rather, it was revealed via
His Son’s unconditional, sacrificial love for mankind displayed on
the cross and confirmed on Easter Sunday in His resurrection.
And as a result, we are not only assured of God’s goodness
but also receive the gift of His light shining upon us, in us, and
through us. With faces lit up like candles and with enthusiasm
for the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ in our lives, He puts
His Word into our hearts, minds, and mouths to reach those who
have not yet received this amazing love. Through His words of
love and endearment, the Holy Spirit grants the gift of grace and
mercy as the connection becomes evident to others.
Dear Father, thank You for making Your love evident to all
mankind on Easter Sunday. Use me as a vessel to reveal that
love to others. For Jesus’ sake, I ask this. Amen.

A Letter from Lois
Dear Friends,
As I write this letter to you, the snow is
falling and the scene brings me peace. I
LOVE to see the snow falling because it’s
winter and that’s what we expect to see
during this season.
Yesterday was Valentine’s Day, and
during Bible class, Rev. Vedder told us
about the five different kinds of LOVE mentioned
in the Bible: the kind we feel for our spouse,
for children, for food, for other people, and
for our Savior. One form of LOVE is philia and
that type of LOVE is what a group of people
experience because they have a common goal.

Hmmm… My mind rapidly shifted to
LWML! That’s why we’re so connected as
a community – we have that philia LOVE
because together we’re reaching out to
the world with the LOVE of Jesus.
We are so blessed to have our Savior’s
unconditional agape love. We are also blessed
to be connected with each other as we support
His mission through the LWML.
LOVE and blessings in Christ to each of you!
Lois

LWML DISTRICT NEWS UPDATE

YWRs for the Convention Selected
At the February Board of Directors
meeting, it was decided to send 2 Young
Woman Representatives to the National
Convention in Lexington, KY, in June
2021. Our two YWR's are Shelby Von
Busch from Central Zone and Madison
Elliott from Yellowstone Zone.

Your District Executive Committee met
via ZOOM on February 6 and shares this
information with you.
•

District Pastoral Counselor Pastor Pay gave
the members a quiz to jog our memories of
what we learned in our confirmation class.
We passed!

•

The appointment of Betty Reimann as
Nominating Committee Chairman for the
2022 District Convention was approved.
Each Zone President will provide one person
to serve on this Committee.

•

Mission grant applications can be submitted
to the VP of Gospel Outreach, Jeannie
Barrette. Each Zone will provide one person
to serve on the Mission Grants Committee.

•

The
Gladys
Johnson
2021
annual
unrestricted gift from her endowment fund
was designated to the District’s mission
grants.

•

Interest earned as of December 1, 2020, in
the Lutheran Church Extension Fund (Joyful
Response) was designated to Mites.

•

VP of Organizational Resources Tonya
Barber presented changes to the Bylaws
and Procedures Manual and they were
approved. Bylaw changes will be brought to
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the 2022 Convention for further approval.
The changes include adding a Social Media
Facilitator as an appointed position and also
an additional VP of Communication task was
added to assist with video conferencing.
•

The Central Zone is hosting the 2021 Camp
Perkins Retreat with the theme of “Mask –
Bask – Task” and will be held July 16-18,
2021. (See poster on Page 3 for details.)

•

Four monthly Virtual Chat events have
been held via ZOOM on the first Thursday
at 7 p.m. and the interest to participate is
growing. Please share your feedback with
Task Force Chairman Sherrie Prien.

•

President Lois mentioned the LWML Board
of Directors will be making a decision on
holding an in person or virtual convention
in Lexington on March 19. Everyone will
be informed as soon as this news becomes
available.

www.utahidaholwml.org
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Your Mites at Work:
Bahamas Mission Trip
$2,210.50; Grace Lutheran
Church, Sandy, Utah

Central Zone Spring Event

The goal of this grant is to help Grace Lutheran
make regular mission trips in a long-term
partnership with LCMS-affiliated Lutherans.
They will visit All Saints Aids Camp. Grace
collects items to be shipped from Utah. The
funds will be used to distribute aid, including
food; clothes; medical, household, and school
supplies; and building supplies for All Saints
Camp.

MOST MINISTRIES CELEBRATES!
As an ingathering for the 2020 U&I District
convention, we collected eyeglasses for MOST
Ministries. This is the 30th year that MOST has
served that need. Their teams have distributed
over 152,000 pairs of eyeglasses in 52 countries
around the world. There is always a need for
more. If you want to continue collecting glasses,
check mostministries.org for more details. This
could be great for an ongoing group or church
project.

Next Saturday, March 6, 2021, the LWML
Central Zone will meet in-person and on live
stream for our LWML Spring Event - “Be Strong
in the Lord”. We are meeting in the sanctuary
at Immanuel Lutheran Church, Twin Falls,
from 9:00 am – 12:00 pm. Our ingathering
for the event will be for the local Adult &
Teen Challenge. Items include: toilet paper,
paper towels, laundry/dishwasher pods, Lysol
spray; as well as personal care items – full
sized shampoo/conditioner, body wash, and
deodorant. At this time, the facility is in need
of a full bathroom remodel and has also asked
for monetary donations to fund this project.
Please join us next Saturday in-person or via
live stream for a morning of fellowship, Bible
Study, local outreach, business, and snacks!
The live stream link will go live starting at
9:00 am. Please contact your group leader or
Vickie Schmidt (vschmidt@immanueltf.org) for
the live stream link or type https://youtu.be/
HoZtdNax8oA in the address bar to join in from
home.

Save the Date!

CAMP PERKINS RETREAT

“Masks, Bask, Tasks”
JULY 16-18, 2021

photo: Camp Perkins

Retreat Center: $154
Cabin: $131
Look for registration forms in the
May and June issues of U&I Together
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I will bless…so you will be a blessing. Genesis 12:2
Come! Bask in the beauty of Camp Perkins, meditate
on God’s word with Rev. Garen Pay, LWML Utah-Idaho
District Pastoral Counselor. Laugh with friends, old and
new, sing, and enjoy the campfire.
CDC/Camp Perkins protocol will be followed.
www.utahidaholwml.org
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LWML’s Mission Goal of
$2.1 Million Has Been Met!

In response to hearing that the $2.1 million Mission Goal has been met, LWML President
Debbie Larson said – “Let the trumpets sound and the cymbals crash in praise to the
Lord!!” All 2019-2021 mission grants can be funded and any surplus mite offerings not
given to this biennium’s mission grant recipients will be added on top of the allocation
for the 2021-2023 mission grants. This means that more grants can be funded in the
coming biennium – more souls reached with the gospel message through these ministries.
Thank you for your faithful and generous support through your mites.

Running to Lexington
A highlight of the LWML
convention
in
Lexington,
Kentucky, June 24–27, 2021, will be keynote
speaker Linda Reiser, LWML President from
2003–2007. She witnessed firsthand the
amazing mite donations from women across the
nation, making an eternal difference throughout
the world. Come and see how you can serve our
neighbors through witness and mission. The
Bible study leader is Deaconess Heidi Goehmann.
She’s a licensed mental health practitioner/
advocate who writes and produces resources to
encourage proper responses to mental health,
removing its shame, while sharing our hope in
Christ. We will be “Running the Race … Looking
to Jesus.”

Leaving a Lasting Legacy

Does your estate's gift plan include the LWML?
Our District has set up the Heritage of Love
Endowment Fund as a means to receive these
gifts that are included in your thoughtful and
prayerfully-considered estate plans. Your desire
to bless others by designating a future gift
to this Endowment Fund can be included in a
will or as a beneficiary in other documents.
The name of the fund should be listed this way:
The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
Utah-Idaho District, Heritage of Love
Endowment Fund, tax ID # 23-7540676,
c/o Lutheran Women’s Missionary League,
801 Seminary Place, Suite L010, St.
Louis, Missouri 63105. Any size gift can
make an enduring and eternal difference. For
more information contact Kathryn Norton,
Endowment
Committee
Coordinator
at
kathryn.norton1@gmail.com.
March 2021

Support YWRs by Donating
Thrivent Choice DollarsSM
The District Executive Committee has
designated all Choice Dollars donated to the
Utah-Idaho District during this biennium
for YWR outreach. Eligible Thrivent benefit
members are designated a certain number
of Thrivent Choice Dollars based on Thrivent
products they have. These “Dollars” are set
aside by Thrivent to retain their non-profit
status to give back to organizations such
as the LWML. The deadline for directing
your Choice Dollars is March 31.
How to direct these funds?
1.

Visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice

2.

Scroll down to “Directing Choice
Dollars?”

3.

Log in with your user ID and password.

4.

Your eligible Choice Dollars will be
listed as 2020 Dollars

5.

Select “Lutheran Women’s Missionary
League Utah-Idaho District”

6.

Click on “Direct Now”

OR by Phone: Call 1-800-847-4836 and
when prompted, say “Thrivent Choice.” A
representative will work with you to direct
your Choice Dollars.
Thank you for supporting the outreach
for our District’s YWRs.

www.utahidaholwml.org
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LWML UTAH-IDAHO DISTRICT
2020-2022 BIENNIUM
VIRTUAL EVENT
Thursday, March 4, 2021
7:00 p.m.

Fellowship from 6:45 p.m.-7:00 p.m.
Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful.
And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works.
Hebrews 10:23–24

AN EVENING OF ZOOM CHAT
Your LWML Utah-Idaho District officers invite you to
join them for an evening of fellowship and prayer.
Bible Study with Dr Nancy Almodovar, Mtn Home, ID
Introduction and chat with DCE Ryan Stehlow
Grace Lutheran Church, Pocatello, ID
Special Guest: Elaine Bickel, author, humorous and
inspirational speaker
Zoom Link:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84774508400?pwd=UEpJZUZNa3dHWDlXL3phUk9jOG8xZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84774508400?pwd=UEpJZUZNa3dHWDlXL3phUk9jOG8xZz09

We look forward to seeing you on zoom! For questions or assistance with zoom link please contact
Caryn at (208)221-3243 or lwml.carynelliott@gmail.com. Yes, even on the evening of the event.

March 2021

www.utahidaholwml.org
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Sunday

Worship in spirit and
truth

7

14
Pray for Yourself
to be God’s witness in all
you do and say

21

28

Spring is here. Thank
our Lord for His creation

Matthew 26:41
Keep watching and
praying

Monday
Praise God, Spring is
around the corner

Read Romans 8:31-39

James 5:13 says – if
suffering, pray and if
cheerful, sing praises

Read Micah 5:4-5

Pray for all Christian
missionaries

1

8

15

22

29

Wednesday
Pray for Mission Grant
#8—Bahamas Mission
Trip, Grace Lutheran,
Sandy

Pray for the ones you
love

Read 1 Peter 5:6-11
Believe it

10

17

24

31

Are there new Christians
at your church? Pray for
them.

Pray for Missionaries
Rev. James and
Deaconess Christel
Neuendorf

3

4

Friday

Pray for Godly
friendships to keep you
strengthened

5

12

Saturday

Pray for the LWML
Board of Directors

6

13

20

11

19

Pray for others who are
experiencing depression

Pray for those who are
sick and their families

18

Pray for peace and trust
that God’s in control

Pray for our
Government

Pray for the Utah-Idaho
District Board of
Directors

Call a friend

27

Read Jeremiah 29:11-13

26
Pray for the NICU in
your town, for God to
guide the hands of the
medical staff

25

Pray for the ones who
teach you

Read Zephaniah 3:14-20

Thursday
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Tuesday
2
Prayer for yourself to be
God’s light in this dark
world

9

23

16

Pray for our pastors and
church workers

Read Psalm 42:1-5

Romans 11:9-12
Be devoted

30
Ask God how you can be
a blessing to someone
today.

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how to stir up one another
to love and good works (Hebrews 10:23-24).

LWML Utah-Idaho District – Prayer Calendar – March 2021

