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The mission of the Utah-Idaho 
District Lutheran Women’s 

Missionary League is to 
develop and maintain a mission 

consciousness among the 
women of the district and to 

assist them in using their gifts 
to the glory of the Triune God.

Utah-Idaho District 
Mission Statement

www.utahidaholwml.org

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

May 1–3, 2026
Utah-Idaho District 

Convention
Grace Lutheran, Pocatello

LWML Mission 
Statement 

As Lutheran Women in Mission, 
we joyfully proclaim Christ, 
support missions, and equip 

women to honor God by 
serving others.

Finding Grace in Our Mistakes:  
A Reminder of God's Perfect Love 
Pastor Jim Von Busch, Central Zone Pastoral Counselor

“Don’t let worry kill you off – let the church help.” [author 
unknown]

The above quote was found in a church bulletin. Someone with 
the best of intentions wanted to communicate a message of 
care and compassion. Instead, a well-meaning message might 
be understood in a way that brings a smile as well as comfort. 
Here are a few more, you may have read them before.

Due to the Rector's illness, Wednesday's healing services will 
be discontinued until further notice.

Bertha Belch, a missionary from Africa, will be speaking tonight 
at Calvary Methodist. Come hear Bertha Belch all the way from 
Africa.

Next Sunday Mrs. Vinson will be soloist for the morning service. 
The pastor will then speak on "It's a Terrible Experience."

Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on Oct. 24 in the 
church. So ends a friendship that began in their school days.

Low Self-Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7 to 
8:30 p.m. Please use the back door.

The choir invites any member of the congregation who enjoys 
sinning to join the choir.

Mistakes happen. Failures are common. We can strive to do 
our best and put effort into avoiding mistakes, they will still 
happen. It is a gift when we can find humor in the mistakes. 
...continued on page 3

Quarterly  
Mites Report 

(includes online giving)  

Western Zone  $1,726.82
Central Zone  $2,230.71

Yellowstone Zone  $466.00
Utah Zone  $959.57 +  

Fall Event $139.32
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The executive committee of the LWML Utah-Idaho District met and we have all sorts of 
exciting things happening in the District. 
Convention Planning: 
We approved a slate of 20 mission grants for the 2026 40th biennial convention ballot 
that you will be seeing soon! It is not too early to start identifying your delegates 
and finding YWRs (Young Woman Representatives) to send next May 1–3, 2026, to 
Grace Lutheran Church and School in Pocatello. We are all “Chosen to Serve” as the 
convention theme indicates and the convention hosts are looking forward to serving you 
next spring.
Many speakers are already scheduled for the convention, servant events planned, 
and interest sessions arranged. You will read the details in the winter publicity as 
registration information becomes available. District shirts will be available to order at 
that time as well.
I am also compiling a list of vendors for the convention. If you have a mission to 
promote at a vendor table, please contact me (utahidaholwml@gmail.com) by January 4 
so the host committee can plan for your spot.

Mission Grants: 
All our current (2024–2026) district Mission grants have been paid! The only one to be 
completed is the District mission trip to Ysleta. The mission team of eight will be in El 
Paso, Texas, January 10–17, 2026. Please keep us in your prayers. 
Spanish Bibles are being purchased thanks to the generosity of the zone collections. 
These gifts and craft items will be given to women in Juarez, Mexico. 
Praise the Lord for His good and gracious gifts.

Positions Available: 
In addition to nominations for district officers to be elected at the Pocatello convention, 
there are a few appointed District positions to be filled as well.
We are in need of a Public Relations (PR) person for the District. They help promote 
District events and have some responsibility for PR at the convention.
We also need a Meeting Manager. The most immediate responsibility for that person 
would be to help with zoom meetings when the VP of Communication is unable to assist.
If you need more information about any district office, contact Lois Anderson 
(loisandersonlwml@gmail.com), the Nominations Chairperson, or me. 

Young Woman Representatives: 
Please contact women in your area who are 22–35 years of age and invite them to 
LWML events. Get them acquainted with our mission-minded ladies and, of course, 
encourage and support them to attend the District convention.
Our beloved Past-President, Sherrie Prien, left the District funds to help promote the 
YWR program. We have appointed a committee to look into a possible spa retreat for 
the District YWRs with those funds. Stay tuned for more information; please welcome 
these young women into the fold so we can include them. 
I am excited about all the God-pleasing planning happening everywhere. You are 
wonderful examples of women who are “chosen to serve.”

Blessings, 
President Terri Bentley

EMPOWERING WOMEN TO SERVE:  
Get Ready for the 2026 LWML Convention

http://www.utahidaholwml.org
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Nomination Needed  
for District Treasurer
Nominations for District offices close November 15. 
Names for all the offices, except Treasurer, have been 
received. 
The Nominating Committee requests your prayers and 
help in seeking the person who has the talent to serve 
as our Treasurer. Treasurer Kim Mein is very willing to 
mentor this person and will help to make the transition a 
smooth one. Experience with Excel spreadsheets is helpful 
in keeping accurate financial records. 
Please contact me for more information and thank you for 
your prayers. 
Blessings, 
Lois Anderson, Chairman,  
District Nominating Committee 
loisandersonlwml@gmail.com

from page 1 ... 
However, sometimes the 
fear of judgment and 
criticism results in negative 
and harmful behaviors. 
We might withdraw from 
others, seeking to protect 
ourselves from critics. 
Or, we might engage in 
criticizing others in order 
to hide our faults by 
highlighting the mistakes 
of others. Neither of these 
will solve the struggle nor 
soothe the pain of feeling 
inferior.

We are broken humans 
with no inherent good 
in us. We will fail, make 
mistakes, harm others, 
and live counter to God’s 
will and standard. There 
is only one way, only 
one solution, only one 
person who can solve this 
problem – Jesus Christ the 
mediator between God and 
us. He paid the ransom for 
our broken lives with His 
perfect life. 

We are free from trying 
to be “good enough,” 
whatever being “good 
enough” even means. 
Jesus is the perfect man, 
the perfect sacrifice, 
and the perfect Savior. 
Those who have received 
His grace by faith are 
free from the burden of 
perfectionism. Instead, we 
can live as described by 
the prophet Micah.

 “He has told you, O man, 
what is good;
    and what does the Lord 
require of you,
but to do justice, and to 
love kindness,
    and to walk humbly with 
your God.” (Micah 6:8)

http://www.utahidaholwml.org
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Western Zone Update 
Barbara James, Western Zone Secretary

On Saturday, October 11, the ladies of LWML Western Zone gathered at 
Zion Lutheran Church in Nampa, Idaho. There were 50 ladies and one 
pastor in attendance.

Western Zone Pastoral Counselor, Rev. Dan Jones, led the ladies in a Bible 
Study based on our theme verse for the day, “The Lord is my rock and my 
fortress and my deliverer, my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, my 
shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.” Psalm 18:2. In this 
Psalm God is keeping David safe from Saul. Just like David, God is keeping 
us safe as we face our daily challenges. Following the Bible study, Western 
Zone President Karolyn Rippy had a short business meeting discussing 
items concerning the Western Zone. The Zone will be hosting the 2026 
LWML Camp Perkins retreat and the 2028 District Convention. The ladies 
were reminded that nominations for District officers and Zone officers are 
needed.

LWML Utah-Idaho District President, Terri Bentley, was in attendance at the 
meeting and shared what is happening in the District. She told the ladies 
about the upcoming LWML Utah-Idaho District Mission trip that will be 
taking place in January 2026 to El Paso, Texas/Juarez, Mexico. The Western 
Zone collected a special offering to help with the purchase of the Spanish 
Bibles for this mission trip and to purchase materials for the crafting project 
they will be doing with the women in Juarez. 

A brief report was given by Raylene Singleton, the Westen Zone Delegate 
to the LWML Convention in Omaha, Nebraska. She reported that 33 grants 
were selected for the 2025-2027 Biennium and the Mission Grant goal was 
$2.6 million. Emily Walling, one of the District YWRs, reported that she 
enjoyed the convention, learning about LWML, and meeting the other YWRs. 

Ingathering items collected for the day will benefit the Nesting Place 
Maternity Home in Nampa, Idaho. The Nesting Place Interim Director, Kelli 
Sears, shared with the ladies the services this organization and Lifeline 
Pregnancy Resource Center offers the women in the Nampa area at no 
charge. The Nesting Place has served 14 women and their newborns since 
opening in 2022. The organization in privately funded.

A delicious soup luncheon was served by the ladies of Zion Lutheran Church.

Utah Zone Update 
Cheryl Brunson, Utah Zone President 

On Saturday, September 20, 20 women and one pastor met at St. Paul, 
Ogden, for the Utah Zone Fall Rally. We had a great presentation from 
Nichole Farley from Operation Christmas Child. Then we packed a bunch of 
Christmas shoe boxes for them followed by a Bible study about the Good 
Samaritan. After a short business meeting, we had a great lunch provided 
by the ladies of St. Paul LWML.   

http://www.utahidaholwml.org


NOVEMBER
This is a monthly prayer guide for your daily use. Each day as 
you pray, please feed your Mite Box in support of district and 
LWML Mission Grants. As you lift up the countries and mission 
grants listed, pray that the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ would 
be heard by those who live there or are served by our mite offerings. 
Each country listed has been a recipient of a mission grant from Lutheran Women in Mission at 
some time since 1942. What a joy it is to bring these prayers to our Father’s listening ears!

Lutheran Women in Mission | lwml.org Mite Prayer Calendar

1. For thanksgiving for all the saints who 
have gone before us.

2. For LWML Mission Grant #26.

3. For the day of activity and the night  
of rest.

4. For The Sudan, one of the 83 countries 
supported by an LWML grant.

5. For those in elected offices.

6. For the Lutheran Women in  
Mission Treasurer.

7. For the country of Taiwan. 

8. For the LWML Iowa West District.

9. For thanksgiving of God’s goodness 
and love.

10. For the country of Tanzania.

11. For those who have served in the 
Armed Forces.

12. For the opportunity to give thanks 
through song.

13. For medical researchers.

14. For church camps. 

15. For the country of Thailand. 

16. For the LWML Iowa East District.

17. For school students.

18. For the country of Pakistan.

19. For the peace that only God  
can provide.

20. For teachers and those studying to  
be teachers. 

21. For LWML Mission Grant #27.

22. For those who provide  
transportation for others.

23. For the country of Togo. 

24. For those mourning a loss.

25. For the opportunity to profess  
God’s name.

26. For the country of Turkey.

27. For those who might not have a  
bountiful Thanksgiving meal.

28. For the blessings given by the Lord.

29. For the North Wisconsin District.

30. For the country of Uganda.


