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U&I Together

The mission of the Utah-Idaho 
District Lutheran Women’s 

Missionary League is to 
develop and maintain a mission 

consciousness among the 
women of the district and to 

assist them in using their gifts 
to the glory of the Triune God.

Utah-Idaho District 
Mission Statement

www.utahidaholwml.org

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

March 14, 2026 
Central Zone Spring Event
Immanuel, Twin Falls, ID

March 21, 2026
Utah Spring Event 

Holy Trinity, UT

April 18, 2026
Yellowstone Spring Event 

Grace Lutheran, Pocatello, ID

April 18, 2026
Western Zone Spring Event
Beautiful Savior, Boise, ID

May 1–3, 2026
Utah-Idaho District 

Convention 
Grace Lutheran, Pocatello, ID

LWML Mission 
Statement 

As Lutheran Women in Mission, 
we joyfully proclaim Christ, 
support missions, and equip 

women to honor God by 
serving others.

Registration 
Shelby Ehlers, VP of Communication 

It is time to register for the 40th Biennial Utah-Idaho District 
Convention in Pocatello, Idaho! We encourage you, ladies of our 
District, to register for the convention using either the paper 
registration form or the online form! The paper registration 
form can be found on page 13. Please print it and fill it out 
before mailing it in with your check. Mailing-in registration 
costs $125.

If you would rather register online, please visit our website 
page: https://www.utahidaholwml.org/2026-utah-
idaho-district-convention.html and click on Registration, 
then Online Registration. Please fill out the form in its entirety, 
and then complete the payment step after submitting your 
form! Online registration costs $129. 

If you have any questions on registration, please email- 
utahidaholwml.convention@gmail.com  We hope to see 
you in Pocatello May 1-3, 2026!

Inside this issue, you'll find details on  
□ Speakers 
□ Mission Grants 
□ Budget 
□ Candidates

Stay tuned! The Bylaw revision will be available in the March 
edition of the U&I!

Quarterly Mites Report 
Western Zone......................................... $2,953.16

Central Zone........................................... $2,785.09

Utah Zone.............................................. $1,228.20

Yellowstone Zone..................................... $1,274.25

Total Advent Mission Offering.......................$348.50

Ysleta Mission Trip......................................$921.00

Utah-Idaho District  
Convention Information

https://www.utahidaholwml.org/2026-utah-idaho-district-convention.html
https://www.utahidaholwml.org/2026-utah-idaho-district-convention.html
mailto:utahidaholwml.convention%40gmail.com?subject=Convention%20Registration
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Speaker Highlights: 
Bible Study Leader:  
Amy Hubach  
Amy is the Associate Director of 
the DCE Program at Concordia 
University, Nebraska. She 
loves to look into the depth of 

God’s Word and help lead people to a deeper 
relationship with Christ through personal 
Bible study and speaking events. She has 
led mission trips to Mexico, Guatemala, 
Jamaica, Nicaragua, Peru, Hong Kong, Neah 
Bay, Washington, and Bigfork, Montana. 
Amy graduated from Concordia University 
in Seward, Nebraska, with a degree in 
Theology, Northwest Nazarene University with 
a degree in Clinical Counseling, and she is 
currently working on her doctorate at Gonzaga 
University in Leadership Studies. Amy lives in 
Seward, Nebraska, with her husband, Riley, 
and dog Weezer. They have three daughters: 
Marlee, Ella, and Maya.

Rev. Dr. Michael Von Behren  
Rev. Dr. Behren began his 
service as NOW District 
President on May 1, 2024. Prior 
to that, he served as pastor at 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church in 

Spokane, Washington, for 19 years (2005-
2024); he also served as a vicar at Holy 
Cross while a student at Concordia Seminary 
in St. Louis, Missouri. Mike studied servant-
leadership at the graduate level earning a 
Ph.D. from Gonzaga University in the School of 
Leadership Studies. Mike’s Ph.D. research also 
focused on non-profit founding in intercultural 
settings. Mike has a passion in ministry for 
proclaiming God's Word, for new ministry 
starts, and for connecting interculturally. He is 
eager to help people deepen their faith through 
the study of Scripture and to grow in their 
service and leadership on behalf of Christ. Mike 
and his wife Jennifer have two beautiful adult 
daughters. Together Mike and Jennifer enjoy 
cool nights camping, steep trails, baseball in 
any form, Minnesota football, movie nights, 
and most especially time with family. 

Keynote Speaker: Jan 
Wendorf, Past National 
LWML President 
Janice (Jan) Wendorf is a dearly 
loved and forgiven daughter of 
the King of the Universe. She 

has been a member of three LWML districts: 
Ohio, South Wisconsin, and currently North 
Wisconsin. Jan was the 16th LWML president 
(2007-2011) and traveled extensively as a 
speaker for LWML. She served as secretary 
of the Board of Directors of the International 
Lutheran Laymen’s League/Lutheran Hour 
Ministries, on the boards of Lutheran Bible 
Translators, Lutheran Deaf Mission Society, and 
the Board of Regents of Concordia University 
Wisconsin, and as an ambassador for Lutheran 
World Relief. Jan graduated from Concordia 
University Chicago and worked as a teacher 
and coach in Lutheran high schools in St. 
Louis, Missouri, and Fort Wayne, Indiana. She 
has been active in her local congregations, 
as an administrator and women’s Bible study 
leader. Jan is married to the Rev. Kenton 
Wendorf. They have been blessed with three 
children and twelve grandchildren. In their 
retirement they are grateful to live in the same 
development as their daughter and son-in-law, 
assisting with caring for their children.

National Rep: Anne Hartman- 
LWML VP of Gospel Outreach 
Anne became involved with the 
LWML when a dear friend invited 
her to a district convention. 
She served as a Young Woman 

Representative (YWR) to the 2003 Lutheran 
Women in Mission Oklahoma City Convention 
and has been an active Lutheran Women 
in Mission for over 20 years. Since Anne’s 
congregation does not have an LWML group 
she is an individual member.

Anne has served on many national and district 
committees and served as the Host Committee 
Chair for the 2023 Lutheran Women in Mission 
Milwaukee Convention. She currently serves as 
LWML Vice President of Gospel Outreach. Anne 
has been involved with Camp Luther, Wisconsin 

http://www.utahidaholwml.org
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for over 40 years in many distinct roles. 
She started as a camp counselor and met 
her husband Mike at Camp Luther. She has 
served on the board and as Capital Campaign 
Committee Chair.

Anne and her husband, Mike, have been 
married for 30 years and have three grown 
children. Mike is an emergency room physician 
and Anne was a stay-at-home mom and 
“career volunteer” while her children were 
growing up. Past Presidents Jan Wendorf and 
Linda Reiser have been wonderful encouragers 
and mentors for Anne. Her vision for the LWML 
is that we continue to be an organization that 

encourages all women in the church to be in 
His Word, serve Him, and spread the Gospel. 
She prays that LWML continues to embrace 
women of all ages and cultures, equipping 
them to use their gifts and talents to serve the 
Lord. 

Anne’s favorite Bible verse is Psalm 16:11, You 
make known to me the path of life; in your 
presence there is fullness of joy; at your right 
hand are pleasures forevermore. 

Ingathering and Servant Event 
By: Madison Elliott, VP of Special Focus Ministries

February’s cold, crisp air indicates to us that Convention 2026 is near. Pocatello is home 
to many beautiful things, such as the “Smile Law,” the Edson Fitcher Nature Area, Scout 
Mountain and Glean Coffee Roasters. The citizens of Pocatello pride themselves on 
being resourceful, gracious and generous; however, many of the citizens of Pocatello 
continue to face stressors such as housing and food insecurity, poverty, and challenges 
staying warm during the cold winter months. Pocatello is home to a local organization 
called “The Village” that works with families and children from low-income backgrounds 
that have been affiliated with the justice system and are working to avoid re-entry. 
We invite you to prayerfully consider participating in the servant event that entails 
making tie blankets for family members utilizing The Village’s services. The Utah-Idaho 
LWML is celebrating forty years of sisterhood; therefore, we have identified a goal of 
making forty tie blankets for The Village! Before you and your partner finish tying these 
blankets, we would ask you to share a prayer for continued hope, love and resilience of 
our families. 

For our Ingathering this year, we are encouraging donations to the Compassion and 
Hope Pregnancy Center in Pocatello, Idaho. The Compassion and Hope Pregnancy Center 
has an Amazon Wishlist with items that can be donated to this organization. If you are 
prayerfully considering bringing a tangible item, this organization accepts lightly used 
car seats, bassinets, or other infant supplies. If you prefer to donate diapers, wipes, 
pacifiers or other infant items, they are always accepting these items. The Compassion 
and Hope Pregnancy Center additionally has a Fatherhood program where young men 
are cared for and provided with support. We ask our men and women of the Utah-Idaho 
LWML to consider prayers and support for these young men and their families. 

See you in Pocatello!

http://www.utahidaholwml.org
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Meet the Candidates

President 
Cheryl Brunson  
Utah Zone, Holy Trinity, Logan, Utah

My husband and I have lived in Logan for 35 years. I am currently serving 
as the secretary for Holy Trinity’s Church Council; in the past, I served for 
ten years as the church secretary. A weekly women’s Bible study is also a 
major part of my weekly routine. 

Serving in various capacities in LWML has also been a large part of my life. I have 
been the Utah Zone President, on and off, for a number of years. At the District level, I 
have served as Public Relations Coordinator and VP of Human Care (now Special Focus 
Ministries).

I have been the volunteer Office Manager for Fuller Center for Housing of Cache Valley 
for many years. I am married to Mark Brunson, a retired university professor, who is 
currently the Science Director for the Nature Conservancy’s Canyonlands Research Center.

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future” (Jeremiah 29:11 NIV).

VP of Christian Life 
Arianna Keyser 
Utah Zone, St. Paul, Ogden, Utah

I grew up supporting missions through the Mite Box at the home church 
of my youth, Peace Lutheran Church in Tustin, California. However, it 
wasn’t until moving to Utah about a year ago that I really got involved in 

the LWML. I have attended local and zone meetings. I have taken on the roles of Young 
Woman’s Representative (YWR) at the Omaha 2025 National LWML Convention and also 
that of the District Social Media Manager (August, 2025 – present).

Over the years I have helped with Vacation Bible School (VBS), including two years of 
directing VBS and the rest assisting with stations or groups as needed on any given 
year. I graduated from Concordia University, Irvine, with Great Commission Certification 
which means I have gone on several national and international mission trips, taken 
classes to learn about effective mission work, as well as reflecting and presenting on my 
experiences bringing classroom and field learning together. I have written and published 
a devotion currently available through the Association of Christian Librarian’s Reference 
Point devotionals.

I am currently helping to facilitate the Women’s Bible Study at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
in Ogden. In my past role as an instruction and outreach librarian, I planned, organized, 
and hosted various events and growth opportunities for the university community I 
served at the time. In hosting these library events I also recorded data about the event 
and its attendance which would be shared in reports to the library director and saved for 
future librarians to use in planning their events. These events involved organizing details 
for guest speakers, usually from the campus faculty, to speak on some of their areas of 
study and publication. 

So even to old age and gray hairs, O God, do not forsake me, until I proclaim your might 
to another generation, your power to all those to come (Psalm 71:18).

http://www.utahidaholwml.org
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VP of Christian Life 
Cindy Runyan  
Western Zone, Grace, Caldwell, Idaho

I am a dedicated and organized individual with several years of 
experience as a church secretary, as the Chairperson for the Board 
of Education for over ten years, and as a member of the Church 

Council for two different churches. I became an LWML member when I moved to 
Idaho and joined Grace Lutheran Church Caldwell in 2019. I am currently sending 
out Encouragement, Thinking of You, and Sympathy cards from our society to 
our congregational members. I participate in the monthly LWML Concordia Circle 
meetings and have taken part in the servant events offered by the Utah-Idaho 
District, Western Zone, and Concordia Circle. I have also attended two of the Utah-
Idaho District Conventions, once serving as a delegate.

I am an active member of Grace Lutheran Church Caldwell’s TechA/V Team. I create 
slide presentations for weekly church services, as well as funerals and other special 
events. I assist with the sound system and video-streaming services. In 2014 and 
2016 I went on two mission trips to Ghana with the Sending Place in California. We 
taught the unchurched children in the Ghana villages about Jesus.

My heart is to serve our Lord Jesus with the gifts He has given me.

“But I trust in you, Lord; I say, 'You are my God.' My times are in your hands..."  
(Psalm 31:14 15 NIV).

VP of Special Focus Ministries 
Kate Brennan 
Central Zone, Trinity, Clover, Idaho

I have been a casual member of LWML for almost 15 years. I 
attended a convention as a Young Woman Representative (YWR) 
what seems like ages ago. Recently, I have been attempting to reach 

outside my comfort zone, be more involved, and share the gifts with which I have 
been blessed.

Over my lifetime, I’ve been a Lutheran camp counselor, nanny, semi-truck driver, 
emergency room volunteer, mail handler, Vacation Bible School teacher, chemo/
radiation Certified Nursing Assistant, Special Education teacher, wedding dress 
designer, elder caregiver, home remodeler, and, most importantly, wife and mother. 

Although I don’t have any degrees or certificates, I was, however, gifted with a 
beautiful mind and a willing spirit. I once told my boss, a Radiation Oncologist, 
“Show me how and I could do your job.”

All that is to say, I have faith that if God has a job for me to do, He will surely show 
me how.

Thank you for your consideration.

But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given 
to you as well. Therefore, do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry 
about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own (Matthew 6:33-34 NIV).

http://www.utahidaholwml.org
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Treasurer 
Karla Long 
Central Zone, XrossWay Ministries, Kimberly, Idaho

I am a wife, a mother of two adult daughters, a grandmother of four, and a 
veteran of the United States Air Force. I have an Associate of Applied Science 
(AAS) degree in Secretarial Studies from Delta College in Michigan and the same 
degree in Bookkeeping from the College of Southern Idaho along with several 

bookkeeping certificates.

I have been a Lutheran all my adult life after being baptized one month before marrying my 
husband, Paul Long, a lifelong Lutheran. Adult confirmation followed several years later in the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS). When we moved to Twin Falls, Idaho, in June 
1992, we felt the long drive to Nampa to attend the WELS congregational worship services was 
becoming a burden for us. We then transferred our membership to Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
Twin Falls. After a few years, I joined the LWML group and was elected as the Vice President.

In 2015 my family and I transferred to XrossWay Lutheran Ministries at the time the 
congregation was established. During that same year, after completing my bookkeeping degree, 
Rev. Lutz asked me to serve as the church’s bookkeeper. I continue to fulfill the duties of this 
position as I have for the past ten years. Currently I am the secretary for the newly formed 
LWML at XrossWay Lutheran Ministries.

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven (Ecclesiastes 3:1).

Central Zone Spring Event
Shelby Ehlers, VP of Communication 

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Twin Falls, ID
Saturday, March 14, 2026
Registration Cost-Donation
Registration 9:00 am
We will begin with the 2026 LWML prayer service at 9:30 
am. Our speaker will be Charles Kelly, the Executive 
Director of Twin Falls Optimist Youth House, Inc. We 
will also enjoy a baked potato lunch together and hold 
officer elections. We plan to end our event around 2 pm.

Our ingathering will be to help the Optimist Youth 
House. They are asking for:
•	 Toilet Paper
•	 Paper Towels
•	 Laundry Soap
•	 Hardwood floor cleaner
•	 Multipurpose cleaner
•	 Dish soap
•	 Furniture polish
•	 Glass Cleaner

We hope to see you there!

Yellowstone Zone  
Spring Event
Kristina Parker, Yellowstone Zone President

Saturday, April 18, 2026
Grace Lutheran Church,  
Pocatello, ID
More information to come!

Western Zone Spring 
Event
Barbara James, Secretary,  
LWML Western Zone 

Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church, 
Boise, ID
Saturday April 18, 2026
Registration 9:00 a.m.
Meeting 9:30 a.m.
Watch future U&I for more 
information

Utah Zone Spring Event 
Details coming soon 

http://www.utahidaholwml.org
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Proposed District Mission Grants for the 2026-2028 Biennium 
1. Care Packages: Nurturing Whole-Person Care  

Phil’s Friends, Crown Point, Indiana Amount:  $5,000 

The goal of this grant is to support 40 cancer patients for one year. They will receive a free, 
personalized Care Package that includes a Bible as a witness for Jesus, 12 monthly 
Scripture-filled Cards of Hope, and ongoing prayer support. This organization is an RSO1 
and was on the ballot last biennium but not funded.  

2. Changed Lives, Shared Word: Restoring the Bible Printing Fund  
Lutheran Bible Translators, Concordia, Missouri  Amount:  $5,000 

The goal of this grant is to replenish their Bible Printing Fund. The dedication of two new 
complete Bibles in 2025 depleted the fund. They are anticipating 5-7 new dedications in 
2027. This fund supports the printing and delivery of completed translations of Scripture to 
the unreached so that they may hear/read God’s Word in their language, transforming lives. 
This organization is an RSO.1 

3. CTSFW Food Co-op for Seminary Students  
Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana  Amount:  $5,000 

The goal of this grant is to purchase new freezers and coolers for the Food and Clothing Co-
op as it moves to a better location on the campus of Concordia Theological Seminary. The 
Co-op plays a key role in helping students feed and clothe their families during their 
seminary years. This organization was funded in 2020-2022 and 2024-2026 for groceries. 

4. Equipping Church Workers to Bless International Students 
International Student Ministry, St. Louis, Missouri Amount:  $5,000 

The goal of this grant is to help pay for pastors and vicars to attend the ISM Equipping 
Conference in 2027 and 2028. Pastors and vicars serving near large universities will be 
educated for cross-cultural ministry to increase their ability to engage well and adjust their 
Bible teaching to meet the needs of Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists and others who have never 
heard or read God’s Word. This is an RSO.1 

5. Feet on the Ground  
MOST Ministries, Ann Arbor, Michigan  Amount:  $4,000 

The goal of this grant, ‘Training Servant Leaders for Mission,’ is to provide financial support 
for willing volunteers who want to serve as team leaders on MOST Ministry mission trips. 
Skilled team leaders are key to the success of mission teams. The leader prepares the 
mission team, travels with them, oversees the entire project, manages any unexpected 
situations, and brings them home safely. This organization is an RSO1 and was funded in 
2020-2022 and 2022-2024 for different projects, but not this past biennium. 

6. Grace Lutheran High School Theatre Program  
Grace Lutheran High School, Pocatello, Idaho  Amount:  $5,000 

The goal of this grant is to purchase supplies needed for theatre productions, including sets, 
costumes, and props. The theater program at Grace is small but growing. Theatre is such a 
unique experience for students and an incredible way for young people to grow in 
confidence, express creativity, and learn to work together as a team. The purpose of the 
school is to bring students into a life-saving relationship with Jesus and participating in 
theater is a wonderful way to grow in one’s own God-given abilities and in relationship with 
each other. 

 
1 A Recognized Service Organization (RSO) is an independent not-for-profit organization that 
has been recognized by the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod as fostering the mission and 
ministry of the LCMS. 

http://www.utahidaholwml.org
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7. HOPE for Suicide Awareness, Intervention, Postvention Training  
Lutherans for Life – Word of Hope, Nevada, Iowa  Amount:  $5,000 

The goal of this grant is to cover costs for professional production and editing of filmed 
interviews, educational videos, and skits used for training for suicide awareness, 
intervention, and postvention. This program trains both laypeople and church communities 
to offer spiritual care and Christ’s hope to individuals struggling with suicidal thoughts or a 
crisis related to suicide. This program has a uniquely Lutheran and Gospel-centered 
perspective. They have goals of outreach and accessibility throughout Utah and Idaho. This 
organization is an RSO.1 

8. IFC Training Workshop – Reaching the Unbelieving and Unchurched and 
Refugee and Immigrant Communities with the Gospel Message  
POBLO International, Clinton Township, Michigan Amount:  $3,500 

The goal of this grant is to provide a workshop to train the congregational leadership and 
laity of the Utah-Idaho District on how to effectively reach refugees and immigrants with 
the Gospel Message in Salt Lake City, Utah, using the International Friendship Center as a 
vehicle for outreach. The funds would be used for travel expenses, training materials and 
supplies, Bibles and Gospel tracts in appropriate foreign languages. Sharing the Gospel to 
the world by proclaiming the message of Hope, Love, Salvation and Grace to the 
international citizens living in the U.S. This organization has been endorsed by Pres. Davis 
from the Michigan District.2 

9. LAMP 2026 Spring Fling  
LAMP Ministries Inc., New Haven, Michigan  Amount:  $2,000 

The goal of this grant is to provide financial support for missionary transportation to the 
Spring Fling. This is an important trip to build relationships with local leaders in British 
Columbia, Canada, who are primarily women. There is time for teaching and fellowship 
through a tea social, community meal, and youth activities. These types of activities are 
crucial for discussing mission goals for long-term ministry with the Lutheran Church 
Canada and First Nations. LAMP is an RSO1 of LCMS and was on the ballot last biennium 
for a different project but not selected for funding. 

10. Prayer and Service Deaconess Ministry  
Lutheran Latino Ministries, Mt. Angel, Oregon  Amount:  $6,500 

The goal of this grant is to financially support the Lutheran Latino Ministries’ deaconess 
and deaconess intern. The target group is Hispanic/Latino people within LCMS 
congregations. The deaconesses have the unique ability to carry out their ministry in both 
Spanish and English. This is the key to building relationships with people and bringing 
them to Christ. Deaconess Marta and Intern Hana contact Latino people door-to-door in 
the neighborhood and provide events to build fellowship and help them understand that the 
church is a friendly place to experience the love of Jesus. They teach bilingual Sunday 
School, assist pastor with confirmation, plan and carry out Family Nights, visit families, and 
serve the sick and hospitalized through prayer and spiritual encouragement. This 
organization is an RSO.1 

11. Project 72: Jesus Sent Them Two by Two (East Africa) 
Lutheran Heritage Foundation, Macomb, Michigan  Amount:  $5,000 

LHF exists to fill one goal: To share the living Word of God in every country, in the people’s 
own languages, that all may come to know Christ. Sixteen Project 72 seminars are planned 
for 2026 and 2027. The proposed mission grant would provide for approximately three 
training sessions in East Africa, travel expenses for two teachers, and teaching supplies. 

 
2 If the organization is not an LCMS entity or a Recognized Service Organization of the LCMS, it 
must be approved by the appropriate LCMS district. 

http://www.utahidaholwml.org
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Each session will have about 15 students who will then return to their congregations to 
teach others. This model will have an exponential impact in sharing the Gospel. Thanks be 
to God, Lutheran Churches are exploding with growth in East Africa! Training for pastors 
and deaconesses is needed to tend these growing flocks with solid, Lutheran teaching. LHF 
is an RSO.1 

12. Reaching Forward with the Gospel 
Bethesda Lutheran Disability Ministries, Whitehall, Wisconsin 
 Amount:  $5,000 

The goal of this grant is the development of gospel materials and resources to assist 
congregations and volunteers to enhance outreach and inclusion of people with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities in the life of their congregation. More specifically, the grant 
will support our “Reaching Forward” initiative, expanding BLDM’s outreach to 20-30 new 
congregations with inclusive resource kits, mentor training, and family outreach materials, 
and promoting Disability Awareness Sunday across the LCMS. BLDM is an RSO.1 

13. Sharing Our Savior 
Forged by Fire Services, Mandeville, Louisiana  Amount:  $2,500 

The goal of this grant is to help cover operating expenses that include fresh food 
ingredients, supplies, spiritual materials, and ongoing maintenance of the mobile kitchen. 
Forged by Fire Services is dedicated to sharing the mercy and love of Jesus Christ through 
their meal ministry and spiritual care outreach: serving individuals and families recovering 
from hurricanes, tornadoes, floods and other crises and bringing comfort, nourishment, and 
the hope of the Gospel. This organization is an RSO1 and they were funded with a grant in 
the 2024-2026 biennium for the same project. 

14. Step Into Learning – Classroom Enhancement Project 
Xrossway Kidz World, Kimberly, Idaho  Amount:  $1,764 

The goal of this grant is to enhance the toddler classroom with a new diaper changing 
station, toddler-sized sensory table, and light discovery center. This is to create a safer, 
more developmentally-appropriate and engaging learning environment for the toddlers. 
Many of the families served are unchurched. The early learning program is a connection to 
the Gospel. Daily Bible stories, prayer, and loving care rooted in Christ make our toddler 
classroom more than just a classroom—it’s a place of ministry. Kidz World was on the ballot 
last biennium for a different project that was not funded. 

15. Stories@Sunset  
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Twin Falls, Idaho  Amount:  $2,500 

The goal of this grant is to show young children the love of Jesus through books, to 
encourage children to read, and to make our church and school a more familiar place to the 
members of the community. In the summer, families are invited to come to the school 
parking lot in the evening, stay in their car, and listen over a local radio station while a 
volunteer reads a book to them. Following the reading, families are invited to get out of 
their car and the kids are invited to pick out a book to take home and enjoy. The Pastor, 
Deaconess, and Board of Education members greet the families and encourage fellowship 
together. The grant funds would be used to purchase children’s books. 

16. Teaching Life Skills for Lifelong Success  
Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch, Minot, North Dakota Amount:  $3,000 

The goal of this grant is to purchase washers and dryers for the living areas of the Boys and 
Girls Ranch, supporting kids’ learning of essential independent living skills. Many of the 
children served come from unstable environments and have experienced abuse, neglect 
and/or trauma. Teaching Ranch kids practical life skills like cooking basic meals, cleaning 
up after themselves, and doing their own laundry has a profound impact on their success in 

http://www.utahidaholwml.org
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independent living. This RSO1 was on the ballot last biennium for a different project that 
was not funded. 

17. Playground Expansion  
TLC Preschool & Kindergarten, Rupert, Idaho  Amount:  $5,000 

The enrollment in preschool and kindergarten has tripled since last year. This demands 
increased space for safe outdoor activities. The funds would be used to expand the 
playground area. Specifically, paying for fencing, a concrete pad, and rubber bark. The 
emphasis is to enhance the developmental environment and opportunities for preschool 
and kindergarten. This organization was funded last biennium for a different project. 

18. Transforming Lives in India through God’s Word, Malayalam Translation of 
The Lutheran Study Bible, India Bible Study Translation Project (IBS),  
Greenfield, Minnesota  Amount:  $5,000 

The goal of this grant is to equip pastors and believers to better understand God’s Word in 
their own heart language. The IBS-Malayalam will provide a proven resource Bible to help 
believers establish and grow their faith based on the Word of God. The grant funds would be 
used to support costs of layout and editing ‘The Lutheran Study Bible’ in the Malayalam 
language. There are very few study Bibles in Indian languages, and none from a Lutheran 
perspective, capable of transforming lives and spiritual growth. This organization is an 
RSO.1 

19. Trinity HOPE  
Haitian Feeding Program, Mt. Juliet, Tennessee  Amount:  $3,000 

Trinity HOPE is not just a feeding ministry. It’s a tool for evangelism, community 
transformation, and church growth. As children receive physical nourishment, they also 
encounter the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Many go home and share what they have learned and 
become witnesses to their families and communities. The meals are prepared on-site and 
served hot to all students and staff. The goal of this grant is to continue to nourish both 
bodies and souls for the glory of God. The grant will be assigned to one Lutheran School in 
Haiti to fund the feeding program for the school year: purchase foods from local vendors, 
visits from directors, program auditing, and accountability. This organization is not an RSO; 
the Mid-South District LCMS President gave a letter of endorsement.2 

20. Worship Anew: Expansion of the Gospel to Aging Adults in the U-I District  
Worship Anew, Fort Wayne, Indiana  Amount:  $5,000 

The goal of this ministry is to equip LCMS congregations and have 25% of the 59 LCMS 
churches in the Utah-Idaho District respond, request a sample box, and subscribe to the 
Broadcaster magazine. These resources target aging adults who are desperately seeking the 
Gospel because of loneliness, isolation, and physical ailments to help them live a full and 
abundant life in Jesus Christ. 

Besides a weekly worship program, Worship Anew has developed resources for aging adults. 
Daily devotions written for seniors come in large print and include a scripture verse, a 
reflection on the verse, a prayer and an action item to inspire their walk with the Lord. The 
Broadcaster magazine speaks to current needs of aging adults and provides Bible study and 
articles built for their stage of life. 

Grant funds would be used to share these resources with churches throughout the Utah-
Idaho District, providing information about Worship Anew, posters, bulletin inserts, 
information about Care Ministry, and copies of the magazine and devotionals. This 
organization is an RSO;1 they were funded last biennium for local broadcasting. 
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Votes Received for Proposed District Mission Grants 

Votes 
Received 

Amount 
Funded Proposed Grant 

Amount 
Requested 

  1. Care Packages: Nurturing Whole-Person Care $5,000 

  2. Changed Lives, Shared Word: Restoring the Bible 
Printing Fund $5,000 

  3. CTSFW Food Co-op for Seminary Students $5,000 

  4. Equipping Church Workers to Bless International 
Students $5,000 

  5. Feet on the Ground $4,000 

  6. Grace Lutheran High School Theatre Program $5,000 

  7. HOPE for Suicide Awareness, Intervention, 
Postvention Training $5,000 

  8. IFC Training Workshop $3,500 

  9. LAMP 2026 Spring Fling $2,000 

  10. Prayer and Service Deaconess Ministry $6,500 

  11. Project 72: Jesus Sent Them Two by Two $5,000 

  12. Reaching Forward with the Gospel $5,000 

  13. Sharing Our Savior, Forged by Fire Services  $2,500 

  14. Step Into Learning – Classroom Enhancement  $1,764 

  15. Stories@Sunset $2,500 

  16. Teaching Life Skills for Lifelong Success $3,000 

  17. Playground Expansion  $5,000 

  18. Transforming Lives in India through God’s Word $5,000 

  19. Trinity HOPE $3,000 

  20. Worship Anew: Expansion of the Gospel $5,000 
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LWML UTAH—IDAHO DISTRICT 
Proposed Budget, 2026—2028 Biennium 

 
2024—2026 

Budget 
2026—2028 

Budget 
Increase/ 
Decrease 

Revenue    
Mites $69,500 $72,500 $3,000 
Operating Revenue    
     Dues 6,420 7,075 655 
     LW Quarterly 2,745 2,800 55 
Designated or Restricted Revenue    
     Unused Church Worker Grant 1,000 1,000 — 
     Retreat funds for Host Committee 740 740 — 

    
Total Receipts $80,405 $84,115 $3,710 
    
Expenses    
Missions    
     District Grants $37,000 $37,000 — 
     Church Worker Grants 6,000 6,000 — 
     LWML National Mites 17,375 18,125 750 
     Gifts of Love 600 600 — 
LWML National Convention    
     Registration/Meals/Travel/Rooms/Misc 10,560 10,560 — 
Publications    
     LW Quarterly 2,745 2,800 55 
     District Communications  640 700 60 
Officer Expenses    
     Mileage/Food 1,000 2,500 1,500 
     District Convention Registration 1,900 2,000 100 
     Officer Training 400 1,300 900 
Other Operating Expenses    
     Insurance 700 1,000 300 
     Supplies/Printing/Postage 105 150 45 
     Camp Perkins Speaker registration fee 400 400 — 
     Camp Perkins Host Committee expenses 740 740 — 
     Weebly - Square online giving subscription 240 240 — 

    
Total Expenses $80,405 $84,115 $3,710 
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Rev. 4 

Registration Form 
Utah–Idaho District LWML Convention, May 1-3, 2026 

Grace Lutheran High School 
1350 Baldy, Pocatello ID 

Badge Name    
Email  _________________________________ Phone  
Mailing Address ______________________________________________________________ 
Zone  _______________________________  Church  
 

Registration Category (check only one) 
           General Registration  
           Voting Delegate 
           Voting District Board Member 
           Non-Voting District Board Member 
           Past District President 
           Young Woman Representative (YWR) 
           Pastor 
 

 Chosen to Serve Interest Sessions (Choose 1 from each block) 

12:30 

          When Life Hurts, Professor Amy Hubach 
          Servant Event 
          Transformational Faith, DCE Kristina Parker 
          Time with our National LWML Representative, VP Anne Hartman 

3:30 

          When Life Hurts, Professor Amy Hubach 
          Servant Event  
          Faith and Fitness, Instructor Dari Willey 
          Wherever and Whenever, LWML Past President Jan Wendorf 

 
Yes  /  No I will attend Saturday evening musical, Singing in the Rain Jr. 
 
Saturday Lunch: Taco Bar 
Saturday dinner: BBQ buffet  
Special dietary needs? Check here ____.  
         We will contact you for details.  
 
Cost (includes lunch and buffet supper on Saturday, musical Saturday evening) 

Online registration and payment (closes April 18) $129 $                
Paper Registration (postmarked by April 18)  $125 $                
Extra lunch meal tickets                                                       No.       X  $23 $                
Extra evening meal tickets                                                   No.       X  $32 $                
Extra Musical ticket                                                              No.       X $  6 $                

Total amount due  $               No refunds after April 18 
    

Register and pay online:   
Convention 2026 

Paper registration: 
Make checks payable to: LWML Utah-Idaho District Convention 
Send registration form and check to: Myrtle Siefken, 9449 N 15th E, Idaho Falls ID 83401 

 
Individuals are responsible for their own lodging. 

Blocks of rooms have been reserved at the Best Western Pocatello Inn and La Quinta. 
Questions? See Convention 2026 for more details or email us at utahidaholwml.convention@gmail.com. 

Note: This is a peanut-free event as an LWML member has 
severe allergies. Please do not bring snacks containing peanuts. 



 

 Lutheran Women in Mission | lwml.org Mite Prayer Calendar 

FEBRUARY 
This is a monthly prayer guide for your daily use. Each day as 
you pray, please feed your Mite Box in support of district and 
LWML Mission Grants. As you lift up the countries and mission 
grants listed, pray that the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ would 
be heard by those who live there or are served by our mite 
offerings. Each country listed has been a recipient of a mission 
grant from LWML at some time since 1942. What a joy it is to 
bring these prayers to our Father’s listening ears! 
 
1. For your LWML sisters. 

2. For LWML Mission Grant #4. 

3. For Bolivia, one of the 83 countries 
where LWML has supported a grant. 

4. For your church organist. 

5. For those fighting cancer. 

6. For our Lutheran Women in Mission 
Vice President of Christian Life. 

7. For the country of Botswana.  

8. Pray the LWML Pledge. 

9. For the needs of those on the  
mission field. 

10. For the country of Brazil. 

11. For those in the Armed Forces. 

12. For the President of the United States. 

13. For love in your heart for  
your neighbor. 

14. For Christ’s sacrifice for us. 

15. For the country of Cambodia. 

16. For the LWML Kansas District. 

17. For those who are caregivers. 

18. For an opportunity to share your faith. 

19. For the country of Cameroon.  

20. For those who write devotions and 
Bible studies. 

21. For LWML Mission Grant #5. 

22. For those facing the loss of a loved one. 

23. For the country of Canada.  

24. For the LWML Missouri District. 

25. For your LWML district officers. 

26. For the country of Chile. 

27. For your LWML group members. 

28. For the lonely to feel God’s presence. 

29. For God’s gift of another year of  
your life. 

 


