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U-I District Mission Statement 

The mission of the Utah-Idaho District Lutheran Women’s Missionary League  
is to develop and maintain a mission consciousness among the women of the district  

and to assist them in using their gifts to the glory of the Triune God.  
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Grace 

For by Grace you have been saved through faith: and that not of 
yourselves, it is a gift of God (Ephesians 2:8 NAS). 
 

There was a boy named Jimmy who was sent to the principal’s 
office one day and while he was sitting there, he noticed the 
donuts that had been brought in by the staff. The principal saw 
Jimmy eyeing the donuts and gave him one. She asked him what 
the donut was. He replied “A donut,” and she told him that the 
donut was Grace. It was not earned, not deserved but a free gift. 
Later that summer Jimmy went to camp and misbehaved again. 
The principal and his mother went to get him late at night. They 
stopped on the way home and the principal purchased pretzel 
sticks. She gave one to Jimmy and asked what it was. He replied, 
“Grace.” (Story, compliments of Elaine Bickel) 

Grace – freely given – not deserved. It is a scary thought if God 
gave us what we deserved and how wonderful to know that Christ 
died for our misbehaving. Grow in His Grace and mercy. 

God’s    Riches    At    Christ’s    Expense 
 

   Thank you, Lord for Your gift of Grace.  Amen     

            Convention  

  News!  

Dear District Friends, 
A gracious reminder that after 
time in prayer and sharing our 
thoughts and concerns, the 
decision was made to postpone 
the convention until August 14–
16, 2020. However, the Executive 
Committee will evaluate the 
COVID-19 condition on May 
28 and will cancel the convention, 
if necessary, for the safety of all 
concerned. 
 
These times are very uncertain 
and we’re flexible in our planning. 
One thing is sure: Our God is 
unchangeable and we cling to His 
promise to never leave us or 
forsake us. Thank you for your 
prayers as we continue to make 
these adjustments, trusting in Him 
to guide us. 

LWML’s President Debbie Larson sends her greetings to each of you.  

Please click https://www.utahidaholwml.org/ to see her letter to 

you. She is also saddened that many cannot gather in convention 

this year; however, she has heart-warming information to share 

with you. After the letter, you’ll see two videos. One is a thank you 

from LCMS to you for supporting mission work around the world and 

the other one is a personal greeting from President Debbie. Please 

take time to read her letter and to view the videos, connecting you 

with the LWML at large. 

GREETINGS FROM PRESIDENT DEBBIE 

   Meditations 

     By Melody Rosenwinkel  

https://www.utahidaholwml.org/


   Dear Friends, 
 
   Change? Who said we Lutheran women cannot adapt to change! Had everything  
   remained the same, our District Convention would have been held over a week  
   ago and life would now be returning to “normal.”  Life as we are experiencing  
   it now seems anything but normal. Yet, by the grace of God, we are adapting.  
 
   On Saturday, April 25, the day of our scheduled convention, my morning devotion centered 
   on the theme: “Fixing your eyes on Christ.” How appropriate, I thought. When we focus on 
   Christ, Who never changes, our steps will be steady and sure. He will guide us as we 
continue to plan for our postponed convention in August. And if those plans change, we will continue to keep our 
eyes on Him. 
 
During this time, we’ve heard many new phrases – I won’t repeat them because you may be as  
weary of hearing them as I am. There are other phrases I cling to that calm my heart, words not  
of man but spoken by Jesus, “I have loved you with an everlasting love,” “Peace be with you,” and  
“Fear not, for I am with you.” The promises of His love and peace are evident in His creation; the  
purple LWML tulips in my garden also calm my heart!         
        Love, 
        Lois 

A Letter from Lois... 
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How are you spending your “stay at home” time? It’s a good time to check out 
the Bible studies on the LWML web site. www.lwml.org/bible-studies. Scroll 
down and you will find a link to free Bible studies - short and long. Here are 
several examples: 
Whatever … Keeping Your Heart in Tune with Whatever Life Brings 

Based on Philippians 4:8-9, each lesson contains Bible study, personal 
reflection and practical ideas to incorporate into your life. 6 sessions. By 
Anneke Hudson. 
Download the women's edition or teen's edition here. 

There are free downloadable single studies as well as multiple week studies. 
Jan Brunette’s daily on-line study and many others are worth checking out.  
The Task-Filled Life 

Overwhelmed with your task-filled life? Six main sessions, each 
followed by five short devotional sessions to dig deeper. By Jan 
Brunette. 
Read it online here or access a printable version 

 

We all need a little hope and encouragement these days. 
 

Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you 
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit (Romans 15:13 NAS). 

Ministry in Motion at Trinity in Mobile, Alabama 
$58,000 

 

Trinity Lutheran School, modeled after the ministry of Rosa J. Young, 
has remained a stronghold of Christ centered education in a 

community dealing with inter-generational poverty and the challenges 
of urban living.  Today Trinity Lutheran School serves 200 students 
from infants through fifth grade, and reaches another 45 students 

daily from public schools through its afterschool program and Good 
News Bible Club. Daily prayer, chapel, and devotions help children, 
many from unchurched homes, develop spiritually in knowing God 
loves them. Grant funds will purchase a handicapped accessible 

church bus for school children, elders, neighbors, and church 
members to participate in church and school ministries.   

Please help support this and all of our grants by mailing your mites to 
your group’s treasurer or to our District’s Financial Secretary, Barbara 
James, 2812 E. Ohio Ave., Nampa ID 83686. 

http://www.utahidaholwml.org/
http://www.lwml.org/bible-studies
http://www.lwml.org/posts/free-resources/whatever-keeping-your-heart-in-tune
http://www.lwml.org/life


As you can see from this chart, we came very close to  
meeting our Mite Goal for the 2018-2020 biennium.  
Now we’re turning the biennium calendar and looking  
forward to new mission grant opportunities supported by an aggressive new Mite Goal. Thank you for expressing your 
confidence and desire to reach more people with the good news of the gospel of Christ. 
 
Wow! The Mite Goal of $69,500 was unanimously approved by our eligible voters. Can we reach this goal? No doubt – with 
God’s help. Just think of the blessings you have received and money you have saved during the past two months while being at 
home, such as 1) having more time to be in God’s Word, 2) putting puzzles together, 3) taking time to rest, 4) cutting your own 
hair, 5) painting your own nails, 6) saving gas because the car stayed in the garage, and 7) curtailing frivolous spending 
because the stores were closed. If you can, please consider a special gift to give the District’s Mite Goal a kick start! Many grant 
recipients will be reached because of your generosity and the time you take to mail your special Mite offering to your group ’s 
treasurer. 

May God richly bless these gifts to His glory, 
President Lois 

ELECTION RESULTS 

Please join me in welcoming these newly elected District Officers and Appointed Personnel to the District Board of Directors. 
We are thankful for their willingness to share their God-given talents as we work together as Lutheran Women in Mission. 

Jeannie Barrette – Vice President of Gospel Outreach 
Tonya Barber – Vice President of Organizational (Servant) Resources 
Caryn Elliott – Vice President of Communication 
Linda Maul – Secretary 
Kathy Carlson – Financial Secretary 
Rev. Garen Pay – Pastoral Counselor 
Barbara James – Public Relations Director 
Tina Bentley – Webmaster 
Nichelle Dykema – Editor 
Arline Egbert – Archivist-Historian 
Myrtle Siefken – Parliamentarian 
Sheryl VerWey – Meeting Manager 
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All items on the ballot for finances, bylaws, and standing rules were approved.  

1. The Mite Goal for the 2020-2022 biennium is $69,500, supporting our mission grants and operating expenses. 
2. The budget for the 2020-2022 biennium is $77,900, which includes Mites and other income sources to cover all 

budgeted expenses. 
3. Annual dues per member will be $10/year. These dues help send our district’s delegates to the LWML national 

convention and allow more of our Mites to be available to support our mission grants. 
4. The $1,000 unpaid grant for LCMS Office of International Mission will be redirected to the MOST Short-term 

Mission Scholarship for Women of the Utah-Idaho District. 
5. The newly revised bylaws give our district the necessary structure to guide us in the coming biennium. They now 

conform to national LWML by aligning job titles and duties for better communication. Other bylaw changes 
assist the district to comply with current practices and to improve processes for the future. 

6. The Standing Rules amendments include wording that better explains several financial matters and clarifies other 
minor terminology. 

District Mission Grant Voting Results  

Food for Concordia Theological Seminary's 
Food/Clothing Co-op  $   5,000.00  

MOST Ministries-Clean Water Filters       3,000.00  

Immanuel Lutheran School Scholarships for Students       5,000.00  

Trinity Lutheran Preschool       5,000.00  

Bringing Light to Those Living in Darkness       2,000.00  

Equipping People with Intellectual and Developmental 
Disabilities-Bethesda       4,000.00  

Care of Souls DOXOLOGY       5,000.00  

Bahamas Mission Trip       2,210.50  

Missionary Support: Rev. James and Deaconess 
Christel Neuendorf       2,210.49  

    $33,420.99  

    

Approved Mission Grant Budget   $30,500.00  

Unused Church Worker Grant for 2018-2020 
Biennium       2,000.00  

2018 District Convention Surplus redirected for 
Mission Grants          920.99  

      TOTAL GRANT FUNDING AMOUNT   $33,420.99  

http://www.utahidaholwml.org/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjFuNug9rHVAhXBj1QKHUcnA_8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lwml.org%2F&psig=AFQjCNEIy0RWW6Nh_Z90p9LVKI7b36_SDQ&ust=1501535130270097
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Note from Signe, 
These are without a doubt significant times. Camp Perkins journeys  
alongside you in facing significant new challenges. We are all making  
critical and far-reaching decisions in response to these challenges. And  
through it all, God daily calls each of us to love, support, and encourage  
one another in life-giving ways. The Camp Perkins Board of Directors  
continues to meet regularly and will make decisions regarding July  
opportunities by early June. As faith-filled people, we continue to live  
with radical hope that possibilities will be available for ministry to take  
           shape in a way that connects us all to God, creation  
             and one another. We invite you to share in this  
           hope with us.  
         ~Signe White, Executive Director 
 

Searching God’s 20/20 Vision 

Hosting a Saturday meal at the Salvation Army, 

Pocatello has become an anticipated spring event for the 

Grace Lutheran Pocatello ladies. This year was once 

again anticipated but with a new approach due to Covid-

19 and the “Stay and Shelter” order. A generous donor 

offered to contract with The Sandtrap Resturant for the 

meal. Corey Wight and his crew prepared individually 

boxed BBQ pork lunches for the hot meal distribution. A 

small group from GLC LWML distributed the meals with 

care packages at the Pocatello Salvation Army mobile 

canteen to 31 participants on Saturday, April 18. Safety 

was a priority. Lt. Ernie graciously instructed our very 

small group with the new protocols for distribution 

during the crisis. By God’s gracious hand, we were able 

to make care packages for each of the participants. 

Each care package contained a several beverages, 

utensils, snacks and a PORTALS OF PRAYER! God is 

navigating us as we serve during this “new” normal. 

Thankful for His provision to share the Word and 

essential needs during these challenging times.  

With the Covid-19 so active our Past District President, Linda Larson, made 30 
masks and donated them to Zion Day Care Workers, family and friends.  She 
has had requests for several more.  I, Sherrie Prien, found that another young 
woman in our Zone was also making masks, so a shout out to Alecia 
Rasmussen.  She is a newbie to sewing.  
It  has also been a very humbling experience to see our LWML ladies doing 
grocery shopping for shut-ins and those on medical quarantine.  Many ladies 
are sending encouraging cards, sympathy cards etc. along with Mustard Seeds 
and Bible Verse Pictures. 
We are blessed to have women in mission serving wherever they can. 

Grace Lutheran Pocatello had its first digital 
gathering on April 21. Stephanie Kollbaum  
hosted a gathering via zoom. She shared a 
devotion and check in time with the ladies. 
Thank you to Stephanie for bringing us 
fellowship during the “new” normal.  

 

Due to the current Covid-19 outbreak, the retreat 
information will be sent once a decision has been reached 
in early June. The board will determine where or not to host 
the retreat once notified by Camp Perkins as to the July 
plans. Thank you for your patience and consideration.   
Stay safe and well. 
    Caryn Elliott 
    Retreat Chairperson 

http://www.utahidaholwml.org/

